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Salam Fayyad, Former Palestinian Prime Minister, Reflects on Remarkable Career
at Special KU Event Hosted by Economics Department
The Economics Department was privileged on March 1
to spend an extraordinary day with Dr. Salam Fayyad, former Prime Minister of the Palestinian National Authority
(and renowned economist who also happened to be the
first doctoral student of KU’s own Dr. William A. Barnett during the 1980s when both were at the University of Texas).
Making his initial visit to Lawrence to visit his mentor,
Dr. Fayyad participated in a 90-minute “conversation” at the
Spencer Art Museum. At the outset of that event, Dr. Barnett,
KU’s Oswald Distinguished Professor of Macroeconomics,
presented slides offering comments on Dr. Fayyad’s remarkable career, many reflecting accolades from political opponents otherwise offering begrudging respect for the steady
workmanlike pragmatism he brought to the always potentially explosive situation in the Middle East. Salam served as
Prime Minister from 2007-2013 after having initially served
as the Palestinian National Authority’s Minister of Finance
from 2002-2005. Dr. Fayyad had been brought into the latter position by former PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat because
contributions and Western aid to the Palestinian Authority
were drying up amid perceptions of corruption; and also
because demands for reform were emanating from within
the Palestinian Authority via growing domestic discontent.
Although Dr. Fayyad had already distinguished himself
as an economist at the International Monetary Fund (including serving as the IMF representative in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip) and later as the Arab Bank’s regional manager in
Palestine, by the early 2000s his accelerating reputation as
a visionary and key political force in the region led to more
frequent media inquiries to his academic mentor, Dr. Barnett.
Serving as an informal intermediary of sorts between
the media and Salam subsequently gave Dr. Barnett the
opportunity to clarify misinformation and address certain
rumors that often existed, especially during the 2002-2013
period. That role in fact helped determine the format of the
unique event at KU, which was filmed at the Spencer with
the two men seated on stage. Dr. Barnett outlined a num-

DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS: DISTINGUISHED SPEAKER
Dr. Fayyad is a
faculty member at
the Woodrow Wilson
School of Public
and International
Affairs at Princeton
University as well as
a Distinguished
Fellow at the
Brookings Institution.

A conversation with former
Palestinian prime minister
Salam Fayyad
Best known for his deep commitment to
institutional reform and good governance,
Dr. Fayyad long ago studied under KU’s-own
Dr. William Barnett.
Join us for a conversation between Dr. Barnett and
Dr. Fayyad as we learn of Fayyad’s transition from
academic pursuits in economics to policy formulation
and implementation, then back again to academic circles.

3–5 pm
Friday, March 1
Spencer Art Museum
free admission
3–3:30 light refreshments

Dr. Fayyad thrives on spontaneous, uninhibited
conversation with the audience and welcomes all to
join him for an evening of stimulating conversation and
stories. “Together, we make things more interesting.”
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KU is an EO/AA institution.

The Economics Department and KU hosted a special “Conversation with
Former Palestinian Prime Minster Salam Fayyad” at the Spencer Museum
of Art on March 1.

ber of “rumors” involving different segments of Dr. Fayyad’s
career; and Dr. Fayyad then confirmed or disabused the
rumors (and other widely circulated information often appearing on the Internet) during the fascinating exchanges.
Dr. Fayyad began by confessing to some nervousness
being seated next to his mentor, noting that he knew how
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Dr. Milena Stanislavova, Chair, and Dr. Salam Fayyad at the Oread Hotel
after a special reception and dinner in his honor on March 1.

Neil Gorsuch must have felt after joining former mentor Anthony Kennedy on the US Supreme Court bench. Dr. Barnett
recalled that without exception, all of the other economics
PhD students at the University of Texas had looked up to
Salam as a unique talent.
Salam said that during his tenure as Finance Minister,
“we started to get some traction fairly quickly in terms of
building public trust,” explaining that most of the critical elements of a well-functioning public finance system were put
in place during this period.
“Legitimacy in government is important,” Dr. Fayyad
said, “and accountability breeds legitimacy.”
One of the more compelling narratives of his career arc
involves his ability to deftly navigate partisan political waters while maintaining a fiercely independent streak.
“Even as an undergraduate, I didn’t have a party affiliation. I just didn’t think of myself that way,” he said. “I valued
independence and was too afraid of straight-jacketing myself.”
In the mid 2000s, he in fact founded Third Way, a Palestinian electoral slate designed to represent a credible centrist alternative to the two-party system of Hamas and Fatah.
Dr. Barnett then recalled that after a 2003 60 Minutes
segment with Lesley Stahl, he initially became somewhat
alarmed about Dr. Fayyad’s safety. That report had featured
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Dr. Fayyad as “the anti-Arafat” for blowing the whistle on
multiple layers of corruption within the Arafat patronage
system. But he later discovered that he need not have been
so concerned, since Dr. Fayyad had already established an
extraordinary level of support from multiple segments of
the Palestinian society.
“After ending a toll system for truckers, dismantling a
corrupt petroleum middleman entity, and effectively doubling the salaries of Palestinian police by streamlining their
payroll mechanism, it turns out that Dr. Fayyad was even
safer in Gaza at that time than Arafat was,” Dr. Barnett said.
“Police in Gaza in fact would stop and salute him when they
saw him in public.”
By 2007, Arafat had died, Fatah had been driven out of
Gaza, and Salam was appointed Prime Minister. During his
time as Prime Minister, Dr. Fayyad continued using the tools
of integrity, honesty and competence to hone his quiet effectiveness. Believing long-term perseverance was critical
for the Palestinians, he chose to focus on day-to-day infrastructure, education and quality-of-life issues while emphasizing the importance of non-violence in the region.
“His was a revolution: Of acts over narrative, of statebuilding over slogans, of pragmatism over posturing.” –
Roger Cohen, New York Times, May 3, 2013
New York Times pundit Thomas Friedman famously
dubbed this approach “Fayyadism” – calling it “the most exciting new idea in Arab governance ever.” In 2010, Dr. Fayyad
was named as one of Time magazine’s 100 most influential
people in the world.
At one point during his tenure as Prime Minister when
he was contemplating stepping down in an effort to reunify
Palestinians by appeasing Hamas, he said that he was talked
out of it for a time by former US Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton.

“He’s a real revolutionary,” said Jeffrey Goldberg, national
correspondent for The Atlantic. “He’s done more to
improve the quality of life in the West Bank than anyone
else.” – quoted by Michael Weiss, Slate, Dec 8, 2009
Dr. Fayyad and his mentor, Dr. William A. Barnett, outline his remarkable
career achievements at a special event at the Spencer Museum of Art.
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“Fayyad was a new kind of Palestinian leader: a nonviolent pragmatist with a genuine readiness for territorial
compromise. To Israel he was a conundrum: a potential
partner but also the politician from hell. For if Fayyadism was the new reasonable face of Palestine, why
could putative Palestine not come into being?” – Roger
Cohen New York Times, February 14, 2013
“She encouraged me to stay on because of the extent
to which my career and very existence seemed to confound
some of the hardline Israeli messaging,” he said. “She pointed out that the reality of the state of Israel had existed for
many years prior to 1948; and that my efforts to make Palestine a reality in advance of formal recognition seemed to
startle certain Israeli political factions because of the extent
to which it was like looking in a mirror.”
Dr. Fayyad is currently a Visiting Senior Scholar at the
Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs
at Princeton University, a Distinguished Fellow at the Brookings Institution Foreign Policy Program, and a Distinguished
Statesman at the Atlantic Council’s Brent Scowcroft Center
on International Security.
“I am very much enjoying being back in academia for
now, where I can relay my life experiences to students,” he
said.
In 2017, the United Nations had sought him and his
unique diplomatic talents out to head its mission to Libya.
But that appointment was vetoed after the US objected.
(Former US Ambassador Nikki Haley conceded that although Salam was “very well qualified” for the job, the US
felt it had to object because it does not formally recognize
Palestine as an independent state.)
But he called public service the “highest honor” and
said he would be willing to return to Palestine to serve his

Doctoral students Gregory Leung, Jessica Dutra, and Fatima Hasan (far
right) appear with Dr. Fayyad following his presentation.

people again if and when the political situation presented
another opportunity.
“Fatah, Hamas, and independents all must continue to
try and find common ground to effectively manage pluralism,” he said.
Dr. Barnett pointed out that former Israeli President Shimon Peres, who labeled Dr. Fayyad “the Palestinian Ben Gurion,” had offered some of the highest praise for his former
student.
“But personally, I, Bill Barnett, would call him the Palestinian Alexander Hamilton, since in a Newsweek article, he
said that the American founding father, Alexander Hamilton, is his model,” Dr. Barnett said.
Following the conversation program at the Spencer, the
Economics Department hosted a special reception and dinner for Dr. Fayyad at the Oread Hotel just off campus. He said
that he always liked visiting college towns and had especially enjoyed reconnecting with his mentor and interacting
with many faculty and students on his trip to KU.

Economics and Mathematics faculty welcomed former Palestinian Prime Minister Fayyad on his initial visit to Lawrence and the KU campus. Dr. Fayyad
was the first doctoral student of Dr. William A. Barnett (third from left) in the 1980s.
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Graduate Scholarship, Memorial Conference, Bench Honor Dr. Shu Wu’s Legacy
The Economics Department is pleased to announce
that the remarkable legacy of Dr. Shu Wu, who passed away
last May 31 after a long and courageous battle with cancer,
is being honored in a number of significant ways.
The first annual Shu Wu Graduate Scholarship in Economics will be awarded later this spring for the upcoming
2019-20 academic year. That scholarship was established by
the Department last summer in conjunction with the KU Endowment Association.

A new book (Banking and Finance
Issues in Emerging Markets, Emerald
Group Publishing) edited Dr. William
A. Barnett and Dr. Bruno S. Sergi was
dedicated to Dr. Wu in further acknowledgment of his longstanding
contributions to macroeconomics.
Finally, KU over the fall semester
completed installation of another
important milestone on campus that
will memorialize Dr. Wu in a unique and ongoing way. A special bench was placed in his honor just southwest of Snow
Hall along Jayhawk Boulevard with a plaque reminding the
entire campus community how important he was to his colleagues and students alike.

Snapshot of a Thriving Department

A special memorial bench just outside Snow Hall now sits in honor of the
extraordinary legacy of Dr. Shu Wu.

“Shu Wu was an extraordinary colleague, macroeconomist and teacher who always lifted his students up and
touched their hearts with his beautiful mind and soul,” said
Economics Department Chair Dr. Milena Stanislavova. “I can
think of no finer way to honor his legacy than to help fund,
educate and place the next generation of world-class macroeconomists.”
The Chinese Economists Society North American Conference, hosted by KU in early April, also dovetailed as a tribute for Dr. Wu, with specific sessions in his honor organized
by one of his former colleagues, Northeastern University’s
Professor Jun Ma. KU’s own Dr. Zongwu Cai is the current CES
President; and Dr. Wu had served on the CES Board of Directors in 2016-17.

Alumni News
Alums and friends of Economics at KU,
we want to hear from you! Please keep us
updated on what is happening in your lives.
We look forward to including your news and
events in the next KU Economist.

Amid declining support from the state in recent years
and discussions about the costs of maintaining certain programs, the Economics Department has continued to thrive
from an enrollment and graduation standpoint. Data provided by KU’s Office of Institutional Research and Planning
(OIRP) show that 83 undergraduate economics degrees
were granted in the 2017-18 academic year; 13 master’s degrees; and 10 doctoral degrees. The Department also oversaw the granting of 34 undergraduate minors in economics.
The latest OIRP data for the 2018-19 academic year again
show that economics is one of the most popular programs
within the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, with 410
students currently pursuing economics degrees at KU (355
declared undergraduate majors; 11 in the master’s program;
and 44 seeking doctoral degrees); as well as an additional
56 students seeking an undergraduate minor in economics.
Economics Degrees (2017-18)
Baccalaureate: 83 Masters: 13 Doctoral: 10
Economics Majors (2018-19)
Undergraduate: 355 Masters: 11 Doctoral: 44
Source: KU Office of Institutional Research and Planning

Mail
Alumni News
Department of Economics
415 Snow Hall
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas 66045

Email Your News
econ@ku.edu
Subject Line: Alumni News
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Prominent Alum at Forefront of
Energy Efficient Multifamily Housing
Construction Efforts
Amid the accelerating national discussion about resource efficiency, economic policy and climate change, KU’s
Energy Economics (ECON 510) class kicked off the Spring
2019 semester with a timely guest lecture from a prominent
local alumnus heavily involved with projects utilizing a rigorous energy efficiency standard that drastically reduces a
building’s ecological footprint known as Passive House (PH).
Paul Grahovac, who directs business development and
serves as general counsel for two related local companies
located in East Lawrence (Build SMART, LLC and PROSOCO,

Paul Grahovac outlines his work on projects with rigorous energy efficiency standards for Dr. Tsvetan Tsvetanov’s ECON 510 class on January 25.

Inc.), explained that PH performance was twice as energy efficient as Energy Star, and that large PH buildings use twelve
times less energy than the code-built versions. He outlined
how the two Lawrence companies were at the forefront of
providing construction solutions for the developing PH construction initiatives. He gave his presentation to Dr. Tsvetan
Tsvetanov’s ECON 510 class on January 25.
Paul said that the River Market area in Kansas City, Missouri is about to become an important flagship for the energy efficiency effort with the development a new housing
complex which will be the largest PH-certified multifamily
project in the world.
Special insulated panels manufactured by Build SMART
make the PH designation much easier to achieve than would
otherwise be possible with stick-built construction, Paul explained, adding that the accelerated construction timetable
brought about by the prefabricated materials made projects
that much more attractive for developers and financiers
alike. Research he has developed and presented at four construction conferences across the US shows that what at first
blush appears to be a 3.76% increase in overall building cost
compared to code for PH concrete insulation, walls and windows, attic insulation and sealing turns out to be a 4.8% de-
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crease after reduction in HVAC capital expense, avoidance
of the 20-year window replacement cycle, and accelerated
construction are all taken into consideration.
Most of Build SMART’s panels have been shipped to
Pennsylvania, where PH incentives are available for certain
multifamily projects. Paul said that by paying tenant utilities,
developers can keep tenant lodging plus energy costs constant but enjoy a $100 increased cash flow per apartment
unit per month after the initial five-year payback period at
$120 per month.
“PH also allows reduction in the tenant utility allowance
associated with affordable housing in Pennsylvania, which
effectively brings in additional mortgage financing, a higher
developer fee, and the ability to house more people,” he said.
One new area of emphasis involves prefab PH construction that is “solar-ready” and would allow developers to get
the Home Energy Rating System score all the way down to
zero (Net Zero Energy Housing) with subsequent installation of solar panels. Such housing produces as much energy
over time as it consumes.
Paul received his undergraduate degree in economics
and history from KU in 1977 before moving on to the KU
Law School, where he graduated in 1980. Prior to his current
stint as a successful corporate attorney and business development executive for the local entities, he was an environmental lawyer and technology development and licensing
specialist for Lockheed Martin. He has been a guest speaker
in recent years at classes in the KU School of Architecture.

Department Hosting Renewable Energy/
Environmental Quality Workshop
The Economics Department is pleased to announce that
it will be hosting a special Economics Workshop on Renewable Energy Adoption and Environmental Quality Protection on May 20-22 at the Kansas Memorial Union. Organized
by Dr. Tsvetan Tsvetanov and Dr. Dietrich Earnhart, the workshop will feature presentations from a number of prominent
economists, including Dr. Wayne Gray (Clark University); Dr.
Sarah Jacobson (Williams College); Dr. Daniel Kaffine (University of Colorado); Dr. Martino Pelli (Universite de Sherbooke); Dr. Kathleen Segerson (University of Connecticut)
and Dr. Andrew Yates (University of North Carolina). In addition to cutting-edge research presentations, the event also
will feature targeted discussions on journal symposia and
collaborative projects.
The Economics Department invites all alumni to attend
presentations on Tuesday, May 21. (Please RSVP Kate Pleskac at kate.pleskac@ku.edu in advance in order to ensure an
accurate head count for planning purposes).
Dr. Milena Stanislavova, Chair, said that she was enthused about hosting the workshop as an indicator of KU’s
growing reputation as a leader in both environmental and
energy economics and added that she hoped it could become an ongoing or even annual event.
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Research Finds
Early Career
Publication
Shortfall Helps
Explain Racial NIH
Funding Gap
New research findings coauthored by a prominent KU
economist seeking to explain
why black scientists are less
likely to receive National Institutes of Health (NIH) funding
Dr. Donna Ginther
focuses on the relative lack of
early career publications. Dr.
Donna Ginther, a College of Liberal Arts and Sciences Dean’s
Professor and a team of prominent researchers published
their work (“Publications as Predictors of Racial and Ethnic
Differences in NIH Research Awards”) in November in the
journal, PLOS ONE.
Utilizing data from almost 2,400 NIH Biosketches submitted between 2003-2006 as part of new applications for
NIH Type 1 R01 awards to obtain detailed information on
applicants’ training and scholarly activities, including publications, the analysis found that black applicants had fewer
citations than their white counterparts; and that the papers
reported appeared in journals with relatively lower influence.
Co-authors on the important new study are Jodi Basner, Unni
Jensen and Joshua Schnell, of Discovery Logic/Clarivate Analytics in Rockville, Maryland; Raynard Kington, president of
Grinnell College and former principal deputy director of NIH;
and Walter Schaffer, current NIH senior adviser.
“We found that because publications explain so much
of the gap in funding, an intervention that focuses on how
to convert research funding into publications seems to be
warranted,” Dr. Ginther told the KU News Service.
She noted that the research had found the scientists’
careers seeming to diverge in terms of citations during the
doctorate and postdoctoral period.
“That seems to be the obvious place to start intervening,” Ginther added. “Right around the postdoc and early
career period to try to make sure that black investigators
have the tacit knowledge needed to generate competitive
publication records.”
Her previous groundbreaking research using “Big Data”
techniques to analyze NIH data relative to race and ethnicity as well as the importance of postdoc fellowships left her
uniquely situated to make that observation based on the
latest findings.
This new study builds on her previous landmark work
from 2011 looking specifically at racial disparities alone.
That previous research (“Race, Ethnicity, and NIH Research
Awards” – published originally in the August 2011 issue of
Science) found that even after controlling for applicants’ educational background, country of origin, training, previous
research awards, publication record, and employer characteristics, blacks were 10 percentage points less likely than
whites to be awarded certain NIH research funding. The NIH

responded to the national publicity generated by that paper’s findings by forming a special Working Group on Diversity in the Biomedical Research Workforce that conducted
follow-up research and held public hearings. That group’s
final report, which specifically cited Dr. Ginther’s research as
the catalyst for its recommendations, unveiled policy initiatives that include bias and diversity awareness training to
improve NIH’s peer review process; the creation of a pilot
program designed to make grant applications anonymous;
creation of a chief diversity officer position within NIH; implementation of a new mentoring network to connect students, postdoctoral fellows and faculty with experienced
mentors; and the development of special workshops on
grantsmanship.
R01 Awards by Race and Investigator Experience

Dr. Ginther’s subsequent finding in 2018 (“The Impact of
Postdoctoral Fellowships on a Future Independent Career in
Federally Funded Biomedical Research,” (NBER Working Paper No. 24508, with Misty L. Heggeness, Maria I. Larenas, and
Frances D. Carter-Johnson) concluded that postdoc fellowship recipients from 1996-2008 had an increased probability
of receiving subsequent NIH R01 grants, a major indicator
of transitions to independent biomedical research careers.
The most recent PLOS ONE article observed that improved mentoring was likely to be an important part of addressing the early publication issue, applauding recently
announced efforts by NIH to enhance the diversity of the
scientific workforce, including the National Research Mentoring Network, in an effort to bolster professional networks
for researchers from underrepresented groups; and that
better mentoring had been previously shown to improve
the number and quality of publications and future research
grants for junior female economists.
As well as a professor of economics, Dr. Ginther currently serves as the Director of the Center for Science Technology and Economic Policy at KU’s Institute for Policy and
Social Research. A leading authority on the use of Big Data
techniques that combine multiple and diverse sources and
databases, in 2017 she gave testimony to a special presidential commission on ways to increase the availability and improve the use of government data (see Spring 2017 issue of
KU Economist).
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Carol Drever Pimental, 1940–2019
The Economics Department and entire KU community was
saddened to learn in February that Carol Pimental, a longtime supporter and benefactor of KU Economics, had passed away after a
battle with cancer.
Carol’s latest Jayhawk initiative involved working with the Department and the KU Endowment Association to establish the Carol Drever Pimental Scholarship as part of a major effort she championed to diversify the economics program at KU with a special
emphasis on assisting students who participate in study abroad
programs.
Long before she graduated in the Class of 1962, Carol’s remarkable journey started with a rural upbringing in northeast Kansas
(Marshall County). Even as a young girl, she had a great deal of interest in international affairs, sparked by her pen pal relationship
with several friends from abroad. During her junior year at KU, she
was able to study abroad at the University of Copenhagen, which
turned out to be a transformative experience that helped shape the
The extraordinary legacy of Carol Drever Pimental, Class of 1962,
balance of her extraordinary career.
continues as a result of her generosity.
After graduating from KU, Carol went on to get her master’s
degree in international business and finance from George Washington University. Her career included stints with the US-Japan Trade Council, the US Treasury Department, and the World
Bank – all of which enabled her to continue to travel extensively abroad while being based primarily in the Washington,
DC area.
Her motivation in establishing the permanently endowed fund was to provide scholarships enabling the next generation of economics students to experience multi-cultural international programs that will make them more marketable. The gift provides an ongoing formal funding mechanism for a special agreement established between KU and
the Université Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne arranged through Dr. Bernard Cornet. Dr. Cornet, the Oswald Distinguished
Professor of Microeconomics at KU, initiated that agreement some years ago and has served as a facilitator as result of
his extensive contacts in Paris. Carol also hoped the fund eventually would allow the Department to make additional
overtures to other institutions and countries.
Carol’s experiences at KU and throughout the early
decades of her career also were a critical part of her
motivation in establishing the award, which contains a
preference for females to be considered first.
“When I was a student, I was the only woman in
most of my economics classes at KU,” Carol told the KU
Economist in 2017. “Happily, that has changed – but I
want to continue the momentum KU has built in turning out a large number of successful female economists,
especially with an emphasis on the international arena,”
she said.
Jill Vesta receives the first Carol Drever Pimental Scholarship in 2018 from Dr.
“When I was getting started during the 1960s, I alBernard Cornet, Carol Drever Pimental, and Dr. Milena Stanislavova.
ways felt like I was on the cutting edge by breaking into
international economics as a woman,” she added in the 2017 interview. “Wherever I was, it always seemed like at least 9
out of 10 of my colleagues were men.”
Carol visited the White House on at least two separate occasions during her career, including one memorable function in the 1970s when she met President Ford as part of a Treasury Department delegation emphasizing the growing
importance that women were beginning to play in key roles at that agency.
As a pioneer in what had been a male-dominated field, Carol endeavored throughout her career to mentor other
female colleagues and give them encouragement.
Although she will be greatly missed, her generous gifts will continue to provide many opportunities for generations
of Jayhawks to come.
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Faculty News
Tsvetan Tsvetanov published “Nudging Energy Efficiency
Audits: Evidence from a Field Experiment” (with Kenneth
Gillingham) in the Journal of Environmental Economics and
Management. The paper, which uses a randomized field
experiment to test how information provision leveraging
social norms, salience, and a personal touch can increase
the uptake of residential energy audits, was subsequently
highlighted in the fall issue of Nature Energy. Dr. Tsvetanov,
recipient of the Economics Department’s Charles W. Oswald
Outstanding Teaching Award for 2018-19, also has several
forthcoming publications, including “Hurdles and Steps:
Estimating Demand for Solar Photovoltaics” (with Kenneth
Gillingham) in Quantitative Economics; and “The Effectiveness of Urban Irrigation Day Restriction in California” (with
Hanna Hayden) in Water Economics and Policy. Tsvetan and
Dietrich Earnhart are preparing a national workshop that
KU will host in May on renewable energy adoption and environmental quality protection efforts (see page 5).
David Slusky recently had his paper (with Yao Lu) on “The
Impact of Women’s Health Clinic Closures on Fertility” accepted for publication in the American Journal of Health
Economics. Analyzing clinic closures throughout Texas in
the wake of multiple restrictions and funding limitations on
health organizations affiliated with abortion services, the authors found that each 100-mile increase to the nearest clinic
tended to increase the overall fertility rate by 1.2 percent –
virtually all of which was driven by a 2.4 percent increase for
unmarried women. Dr. Slusky’s recent presentations included “Reproductive Health Care in Catholic-Owned Hospitals”
in November at American University (also recently accepted
for publication, with Elaine Hill and Donna Ginther, at the
Journal of Health Economics); and “Did UberX Reduce Ambulance Volume?” at the Association for Public Policy and Management in Washington, DC. The latter research (with Leon
Moskatel) has continued to garner significant media attention, including from NBC Nightly News, CBS, USA Today, NPR,
and Univision. Landmark research (“The Effect of an Increase
in Lead in the Water System on Fertility and Birth Outcomes:
The Case of Flint, Michigan”) originally released in late in
2017 (with Daniel Grossman) has continued to make national news (see Spring 2018 issue of KU Economist) as the implications and outcomes of the Flint water crisis have stayed
in the headlines. As one of the area’s leading health economists, David also appeared twice on NPR as a subject matter
expert helping to analyze how health care and preexisting
conditions were key issues in the 2018 US Senate race in Missouri. Papers newly submitted include “Converting between
dates in the Hebrew and Roman Calendars” (with John Conway and Gabrielle Agus); and “Health, Employment and Disability: Implications from the Undocumented Population”
(with George Borjas). He also is the editor of the American
Society of Health Economists newsletter.
Donna Ginther recently co-authored a special report commissioned by the National Academy of Engineering and
published by the National Academy Press – “The Engineer-
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ing Education-Workforce Continuum” (with Shulamit Kahn).
Other recent publications include “Women and Science,
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM): Are Differences in Education and Careers due to Stereotypes, Interests or Family?” (with Shulamit Kahn) in The Oxford Handbook on the Economics of Women; “Using Data to Inform the
Science of Broadening Participation” in American Behavioral
Scientist; and “Publications as Predictors of Racial and Ethnic Differences in NIH Research Awards” in PLOS ONE (see
page 6). Dr. Ginther recently presented “Does Peer Review
Identify the Best Science? Evidence from an Elite Fellowship Program” at an Association for Public Policy and Management Conference in Washington, DC in November. She
also presented her research, “Do TANF Policies Affect Child
Abuse and Neglect?” (with Michelle Johnson-Motoyama) at
multiple events in Australia earlier in 2018. That study examines whether changes in the Temporary Assistance to
Needy Families (TANF) cash assistance program affected
child maltreatment rates from 2004-2015 and found that
TANF restrictions implemented by states increased victims
of child maltreatment as well as foster care placements. The
2018 recipient of KU’s prestigious Shulenberger Award for
Innovation and Advocacy in Scholarly Communication, she
also serves as a Trustee of the University of Kansas Center for
Research and again organized the annual Kansas Economic
Policy Conference (see page 11).
Elizabeth Asiedu was recently awarded the prestigious
Big XII Faculty Fellowship which will allow her to conduct a
spatial analysis of foreign direct investment (FDI) to Sub-Saharan African countries. She will be working with Professor
Francis Owusu from Iowa State to conduct a rigorous analysis of FDI at the sub-national level across African countries.
In 2018, she was appointed as a Carnegie Diaspora Fellow at
the University of Ghana; Senior Fellow at the African Center
for Economic Transformation in Ghana; and was the Williams
Evans Visiting Fellow at the University of Otago in New Zealand. Dr. Asiedu made presentations at conferences in Vancouver and Boston, as well as the University of Otago. She
is also organizing three sessions on African development
at the Western Economic Association International Conference in San Francisco this summer. As President of the Association for the Advancement of African Women Economists
(AAAWE), she successfully acquired a grant from the African
Economic Research Consortium in Kenya that enabled a
number of AAAWE members to attend the Econometric Society Conference in Benin last July.
John W. Keating had two papers accepted for publication
– “A Model of Monetary Policy Shocks for Financial Crises
and Normal Conditions” was accepted by the Journal of
Money, Credit, and Banking (co-authored with Logan Kelly,
Lee Smith, and Victor Valcarcel); and “The Optimal Monetary Instrument and (Mis)Use of Causality Tests” (with Lee
Smith) is forthcoming in The Journal of Financial Stability.
Prior to acceptance of the first paper, he presented “A Model
of Monetary Policy Shocks for Financial Crises and Normal
Conditions” on three different occasions – a research seminar at the Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City, the Western
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Economic Association Meetings in Vancouver, and the European Economic Association Meetings in Cologne, Germany.
Before acceptance of the second, he presented “The Optimal
Monetary Instrument and (Mis)Use of Causality Tests” at the
Midwest Macro Meetings at the University of Wisconsin and
at the Western Economic Association Meetings in Vancouver. Professor Keating continued to serve as Visiting Scholar
at the Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City; Member of the
International Advisory Board for the Financial Resilience
Cluster at University of Birmingham (UK); and Associate Editor for three different journals: Macroeconomic Dynamics,
the Journal of Macroeconomics, and Economic Modeling.
Eungsik Kim is joining the Department in August 2019 as
assistant professor in macroeconomics and as an Oswald
Scholar. He received his PhD in 2019 from Carnegie Mellon
University under the direction of Stephen Spear. His research
interests include macroeconomics, public economics, political economics, computational economics, economic theory
and financial economics (asset pricing).
Sebastien Mary since January has been serving as Lecturer/Academic Program Associate and currently teaches introductory macroeconomics and microeconomics. Dr. Mary
has studied and worked in four countries across two continents. He has held positions at the University of Aberdeen
(UK), IFREMER (France), the European Commission (Spain)
and DePaul University (USA).
Josephine Lugovskyy also has been serving as Lecturer/
Academic Program Associate since January and currently
teaches introductory macroeconomics and microeconomics. She received her PhD at KU under the direction of Shu
Wu and held positions at Benedictine College and Northwest Missouri State University before joining the Kansas City
Federal Reserve and the US Census Bureau.

Travis Edwards
Named Prestigious
Self Fellow as
PhD Program
Enhancement
Ramps Up
KU and the Economics
Department announced in
March that PhD applicant Travis Edwards had been awarded a Self Graduate Fellowship
(SGF). Since its establishment
in 1989, KU’s prestigious and
Travis Edwards has accepted a Self
highly competitive Madison
Graduate Fellowship to pursue his
and Lila Self Graduate FelPhD in economics at KU.

lowship has been designed to identify, recruit, and provide
development opportunities for exceptional PhD students
in business, economics, engineering, mathematics, biological, biomedical, pharmaceutical, and physical sciences who
demonstrate the promise to make significant contributions
to their fields of study and society as a whole.
Travis, who has announced his acceptance of the SGF
effective for the fall semester of 2019, will receive a stipend
of $30,500 each year for four years, plus substantial professional development and other benefits. He is currently finishing up his B.S. in economics with honors at the University
of Texas at Tyler. Before starting college, he had worked previously in the private sector as a safety technician/medic at a
manufacturing plant; and had served the nation with the US
Army’s 3rd Infantry Division as a medical evacuation team
leader in Mosul, Iraq.
The award may not have come about without the efforts of Dr. Tarun Sabarwal, Associate Chair and Director of
Graduate Programs as part of his expanded initiatives to
enhance the Economics Department’s PhD program. With a
renewed emphasis on outreach to undergraduate economics programs around the country, Dr. Sabarwal oversaw the
development of special databases that resulted in a higher quality pool of domestic applicants for the 2019 spring
nomination cycle, which included Travis.
“Current graduate student Misun Park and Graduate Academic Advisor Kate Pleskac were instrumental in our data
collection and outreach phases,” Dr. Sabarwal said. “Professor Tsvetan Tsvetanov then helped me finalize our list of
nominees and provide input on the nomination letters.”
Travis now becomes the Economics Department’s third
SGF since the inception of the program, joining Dr. Nathan
Berg (1998-2002) and Dr. Zach Raff (2012-2016).
“We were delighted when two of our nominees in fact
ended up being selected as finalists for the Self on-campus
interviews,” said Chair Milena Stanislavova. “One of them
subsequently dropped out of the process after receiving another offer, but Tarun’s more rigorous outreach efforts are
clearly paying off. And Travis’ acceptance signals what we
hope can now be a new hot streak of sorts for the Department in terms of our PhD program enhancement initiatives.”
Travis said that he was particularly interested in environmental economics, development economics and public
policy. His honors research paper involves studying how human population effects the level of environmental degradation by analyzing the relationship of carbon dioxide emissions, population, GDP and the amount of technology in the
economy. As an undergraduate, he has already presented
research at a National Honors Council conference in Boston;
and for the Economics Scholars Program at the Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas.
“During my visit to KU, I met with a welcoming group
of amazing staff, capable graduate students, and accomplished faculty – all while surrounded by rich history on a
beautiful campus,” Travis said. “I am excited about joining
this distinguished community.”
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With Gratitude
We wish to thank and acknowledge those who have contributed to the Economics Department Endowment
funds. The generosity of these donors helps provide graduate student travel, bring guest lecturers to campus
from around the world, and support outstanding students in the pursuit of success.
William A. Barnett
Bryan D. Bickford
Cathryn A. Carroll
Donald E. Cook and Caroline A. Cook
Bernard Roger Cornet
Chris W. Courtwright and Theresa M. Courtwright
Lowell M. Dicke
William L. Duncan
Charles E. Falk
Anton G. Fischer
Frank L. Hefner and Dorothy Hefner
Jack Henry-Rhoads and Nicole Henry-Rhoads
Shigeru Iwata
Adrian J. Janowiak
Pamela Meador Mattson and Lynn P. Mattson
Chris Munkdale and Susanne M. Munkdale

Peter F. Orazem and Patricia M. Cotter
Kiran Mohan Panickar
Anrenee Q. Reasor
Mary K. Rieg
Corina D. Scoggins and Willie R. Scoggins
Caci Garbo Short and Kevin C. Short
Clemens Sialm and Wei Li
Shirley Klenda Sicilian and Joseph M. Sicilian
David Slusky and Joanna Slusky
Brian K. Staihr
Milena Stanislavova
Brian J. Wanamaker and Marianne Wanamaker
Fan Wang
Yaqin Wang
Yong Zeng and Yangyi Xie
Jianbo Zhiang

Rock Chalk
Jayhawk

Bajwa Named Truman
Scholarship Finalist
KU announced in late February that junior Saif Bajwa was one
of two KU students who had been
selected as finalists for Harry S. Truman Scholarships, which provide
up to $30,000 for graduate study.
Saif Bajwa
The awards are given each year to
college juniors showing exceptional leadership in public
service.
Nominees must have an extensive record of campus and
community service, commitment to a career in government
or the nonprofit and advocacy sectors, communication skills
and a high probability of becoming a "change agent," and a
strong academic record with likely acceptance to the graduate school of the candidate’s choice.
The Harry S. Truman Foundation reviewed 840 applications from 346 institutions before selecting its finalists. From
that pool, the foundation selected 199 finalists from 143
schools, including two from KU. The finalists are competing

for about 60 awards that were scheduled to be announced
in late April.
Bajwa, who is double majoring in economics and political science, is a member of the University Honors Program.
He has served on a variety of political campaigns and currently works in constituent services for Governor Laura Kelly.
He has been active on campus with Student Senate, the Student Legislative Awareness Board and the Dole Institute of
Politics. A former member of the KU Debate squad, Saif also
has worked as a debate coach and tutor. He recently volunteered as an English instructor in Mohlanwal, Pakistan.
Truman Scholars receive priority admission and supplemental financial aid at premier graduate institutions; leadership training, career and graduate school counseling; and
special internship opportunities within the federal government.
Since 1981, 19 KU students have become Truman scholars. Taylor Zabel was the most recent KU student to receive
the honor in 2017.
Congress originally established the Truman Scholarship
Foundation in 1975 as a memorial to former President Harry
S. Truman.
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KEPC Focuses on Past, Present and
Future of Tax Policy
Kansas made national headlines in recent years in the
wake of a number of dramatic changes in tax policy initiated
in 2012 as part of a former Governor’s self-described “real live
experiment” for the state. Grappling with the consequences,
policymakers were forced to enact several back-filling tax
hikes and a number of budget cuts and fund sweeps before
finally overriding a gubernatorial veto in 2017 and concluding that the experiment had not turned out the way its original proponents had envisioned. Public perception about the
turmoil and the state’s fiscal health likely factored heavily
into electoral results in both 2016 and 2018.

pillars of what we think of as a research university that has
an impact on the community around us.”
Sessions at the KEPC focused on the past, present and
future of tax policy; what the implications have been for local units of government, as well as the state’s K-12 school
funding system; and featured perspectives from key legislators on the give and take of tax reform.
“We need a vision as to how we are going to allocate our
scarce resources from the state,” Dr. Ginther said in her concluding remarks to the conference. “Recent experience has
taught us that stability and sustainability are in fact critical
when it comes to tax policy.”

Logan Stuart Named University Scholar

Legislative economist Chris Courtwright discusses opportunity cost and
counterfactual history at the 2018 KEPC in October.

All of that historical background set the stage for the annual Kansas Economic Policy Conference (“Pragmatic Policy:
Reforming Kansas Taxes”) organized by Dr. Donna Ginther,
Dean’s Professor of Economics and Director of IPSR’s Center
for Science Technology and Economic Policy, and held in
late October at the Kansas Memorial Union on campus.
This year’s event included a number state and local policymakers, economists and public administration scholars
who discussed the best path forward for the state.
"As with any economic policy, it's important to strike
the right balance between equity and efficiency," Dr. Ginther said. "This year’s Kansas Economic Policy Conference
brought together thought leaders to discuss the future of
taxes in Kansas and how best to balance the needs of local governments and school districts as we continue to deal
with the aftermath of the 2012 tax cuts."
Interim Provost and Executive Vice Chancellor Carl
Lejeuz said that the annual conference had a long tradition
of being a catalyst for new research and had helped contribute to KU’s reputation as a research powerhouse. He added
that in the wake of questionable authenticity of many sources and outlets now readily available to everyone, “events like
this are even more important – where we are basing things
off data, off facts, off supported statements. These are the

KU’s University Honors Program and the Economics Department announced in December that Logan Stuart had
been named as one of 30 sophomores to the prestigious
University Scholars Program (USP). Founded in 1982, the
USP, which now counts over 750 alumni, is designed to recognize and encourage KU's most academically talented and
motivated sophomore students who have demonstrated intellectual achievement and curiosity. Following a competitive application process, USP scholars are selected based
on academic credentials, commitment to education, intellectual promise, activities outside the classroom and recommendations.
Logan, who hails from Coralville, Iowa, is double majoring in economics and chemistry and minoring in Chinese.
He is being mentored by Dr. David Slusky.
USP students will participate in an interdisciplinary
seminar and work with their Honors faculty mentors to pursue academically enriching opportunities.

***PLACEMENTS***
Doctoral candidate Jessica Dutra will be joining Economists
Incorporated (EI) in Washington, DC this summer as a senior
economist and will work on antitrust cases, utilizing the expertise she has developed in writing her dissertation. (For
a summary of some of her research on improving antitrust
merger screening, see page 5 of the Fall 2018 KU Economist).
Doctoral candidate David Gutierrez Luna will be returning
to his home country to teach game theory and industrial
organization in the economics department at the Pontificia
Universidad Catolica del Ecuador. He also will be doing consulting with the Oikonomics Consultora Economica firm.
Doctoral candidate Jiacheng He started working in March
as a data scientist at Conversant, a personalized digital marketing company in Chicago.
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From the Desk of
the Director of
Undergraduate
Studies
The KU Economics Department has been offering many
exciting opportunities for undergraduate students this academic
year, with more to follow next year. To this end, as Director of Undergraduate Studies, I have the honor of working
with many exceptional students. Their skills and energies
inspire me every day. For example, this year we created
the Center for Undergraduate Research in Economics. In
the past, we have mentored undergraduate students interested in research on a one-on-one mentoring basis
only. While this approach certainly helps students develop swiftly into budding junior economists, we had been
missing the opportunity for students to share in a scholarly community and learn from their peers. The Center for
Undergraduate Research in Economics offers this community for approximately 12 engaging students, depending
on the semester. The students meet on a bi-weekly basis
to engage topics such as government data, geographical information systems (GIS), and scholarly communications. These Center activities supplement the admirable
mentoring offered by professors. For example, Professor
Donna Ginther is mentoring Dakotah Reese on his analysis of the link from students’ involvement in sororities and
fraternities to classroom success, i.e., grades. Similarly, I
am mentoring Logan Hotz on his analysis of the link from
environmental regulatory stringency to companies’ profitability.
In order to expand students’ engagement in research,
the Department held its second annual Undergraduate
Research in Economics event in early April. This event offered an opportunity for students to learn about the various ways in which they can engage in research even as
a freshman, such as by attending seminars and serving
as research assistants on faculty members’ research projects. In addition, faculty members describe their research
interests and current research projects so that students
are better able to match their interests with the interest
of professors. In order to incorporate research activities
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more deeply into our undergraduate curriculum, the department has been participating in a working group, led
by the KU Center for Undergraduate Research, focusing
on the creation of a research methods course to serve as
a capstone experience for more undergraduate students.
The Department has also been advertising better
job and internship opportunities through its newly created bi-weekly Undergraduate Program newsletter, along
with other announcements. Rather than relying on a scattershot of announcements or hoping that students will
magically visit the Department’s website, the newsletter
bundles a variety of items every other week into a single
package for easy reading. We especially enjoy announcing
the wonderful events organized by the Economics Club.
Guided by President Austin Adams and Vice-President Dakotah Reese, the club has hosted several engaging speakers, including a presentation last fall by gubernatorial
candidate, Greg Orman, who holds an economics degree.
In another unique event scheduled for later this spring,
the Econ Club will be gathering over coffee and pastries
to learn more about the production of coffee from bean
to brew. Many of our prominent alumni have contributed
their expertise by visiting campus this year, including a
fascinating presentation from Paul Grahovac (see page 5).
Lastly, this spring the department says goodbye to
Professor Shigeru Iwata, who has been teaching at KU
for 31 years. We greatly thank Shigeru for his many contributions to undergraduate students’ learning. We have
also welcomed two new faculty members, Jo Lugovskyy
and Sebastien Mary (page 9), who have been teaching our
introductory principles courses since January. Professors
Lugovskyy and Mary will help the Department further refine our principles course. Last semester the Department’s
Undergraduate Program Committee evaluated the effectiveness of our principles courses at facilitating student
learning. The Center for Teaching Excellence recognized
our efforts by giving us a Degree-Level Assessment Award
earlier this spring.
I very much hope that you have the opportunity to
visit KU soon in order to visit with our delightful undergraduate students, meet our new faculty members, and
share your insights on ways to continue improving the undergraduate experience in the Department.
				

– Dietrich Earnhart

